4o8         NOTES ON CHAPTER XII
Usury is forbidden by the Koran, and the rent story shews
how orthodox Musalmans evaded the prohibition. Reduced to
simple terms, Marshall's statement is as follows : A tenant
pays down a fixed sum to his landlord as rent for a given number
of years. The sum so paid includes principal, plus an agreed
addition. On the expiry of the term, the landlord pays back the
principal and retains the balance, which represents rent for the
term. But if the tenant sublets, the landlord either pays back
no principal at all or else so much of it as the tenant has not
received by subletting. (R. C. T.)
2. " Mussulmen." Marshall's use of this term for Musalmans
is interesting. For other contemporary instances 6f the error,
see Bowrey, ed. Temple, p. 188 and footnote.
Maulvi Naimur-Rahman has dealt fully with Marshall's state-
ments in this section as follows :
(a) " Names or Sorts." Islam does not at all recognise or
encourage any kind of castes or " Sorts." The terms " Shaykh"
and " Saiyid " owe their origin not to any fundamental legal
sanction of the Koran, but merely to a rather false identification
of personalities based upon birth. Saiyids are the descendants
of the Prophet through his daughter Fatima. Naturally enough
their sense of pride led them to distinguish themselves from others,
who could not boast of such an honourable descent, and were
therefore styled mere Shaykhs. Shaykh means primarily " one
advanced in age," and is applied to an elder as meaning a man
whose age gives him a claim to reverence or respect. It is also
especially applied to a chief of a religious fraternity, or to a tribe
or the like (see Lane, Arabic-English Lexicon). The Shaykhs in
their turn felt it a source of pride to refer to their connection in
lineage from Al-Siddiq (Abu Bakr, the first Caliph), or to Al-Faruq
('Umax, the second Caliph), or to 'Uthman, the third Caliph,
But this difference in nomenclature does not impart any intrinsic
superiority either to the Saiyids or Shaykhs. All are equal in
the eyes of Islam, which does not favour any such ideas and
fancies of pride and superiority based on birth. Moral greatness,
fitness and excellence is the only basis of superiority recognised
by the Koran (Koran, xlix. 13).
" Farookee." There is no historical evidence to support this
strange interpretation of the word Faruq. " Faruq " means ow
who makes a distinction between two things, such as betweei
truth and falsehood, Al-Faruq is an appellation that was given
to 'Umar Ibn Al-Khattab, the second Caliph, because a distinction
was made by him between truth and falsity, that is, he denounced
heathenism to adopt Islam (see Lane, op. cit.)f
(b) " 2 Sorts (i) Shea, and (2) Sunnee." The " Sorts " known
as Shi'a and Sunm are based mainly on political grounds, which
developed religious tendencies later on.